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ANNETTE STREET BRANCH CENTENARY PROJECT

A community cornerstone

Annette Street Branch is one of Toronto Public 
Library’s prized heritage buildings. It is second only to 
Yorkville Branch as the library’s oldest building. 

In 1908, Toronto Junction received a Carnegie grant of 
$20,000 to build the present library. For the past 100 
years, this library has evolved to adapt to the changing 
needs of its community.

Architects Ellis & Connery designed the library in the 
fashionable Beaux-Arts style. � e exterior is de� ned 
by strong symmetry, a broad � ight of stairs leading 
to a raised single storey, and entrance doors � anked 
by Corinthian columns. Inside, capitals, cornices and 
cross-paneled beams enrich the large rotunda.  

Make a gift to enhance your library

� e library is looking for your support with the 
Annette Street Branch Centenary Project. � e goal is 
to raise funds to install a new banister in the interior 
stairway to replace the one installed in 1979. It will 
be constructed of wood and stainless steel, adding 
transparency, light and warmth to the entrance and be 
in a style more in keeping with this architectural gem.  

$20,000 is needed to remove and replace the current 
banister and enhance the front entranceway. Your 
support with a gi�  to the Annette Street Branch 
Centenary Project will enhance the attractiveness of 
the branch and ensure that it remains a re� ection of 
your wonderful neighbourhood. 

Current entranceway. Architectural rendering 
of new entrance way.

How to make 
a donation

�t��Contact Toronto Public Library Foundation 416-393-7123.
�t�� �7�J�T�J�U��tplfoundation.ca.
�t�� �'�J�M�M���P�V�U���U�I�F���B�U�U�B�D�I�F�E���G�P�S�N�
���U�I�F�O���N�B�J�M���J�U���J�O��

“Quiet, digni� ed, classic.”

During a 1906 visit to Toronto, Andrew 
Carnegie stated: “I want the branch libraries to 
be near the people… � e building should look 
quiet, digni� ed and classic.” He surely would 
have been proud of the library he funded on 
Annette Street today.


